Introductory Latin

This course is designed to introduce the pupils to the grammar and syntax of the Latin language and prepare them for work in primary literature.  Attention will be given to vocabulary acquisition, morphology of all Latin words, and grammatical structure.

The first trimester will focus on vocabulary acquisition and introduction to grammatical concepts, using the text Latin for Children.  During this portion of the class, pupils will take daily vocabulary quizzes and be responsible for learning about 20 words/week. At the end of the trimester there will be a vocabulary exam.

The second trimester will focus on the formation of Latin nouns, adjectives, and verbs (morphology), using exercises and handouts provided by the instructor.  During this part of the course, pupils will take weekly morphology quizzes.  At the end of the trimester there will be a morphology exam.

The third trimester Focuses on syntax and grammar, and builds the skills required for actual translation.  Pupils will work with practice sentences and build confidence working with the grammar in context.  Pupils will take weekly quizzes.  At the end of the trimester, there will be a final exam that will include translation.

Latin I – Classical Rome

In Latin I, pupils encounter Roman literary traditions through the great Roman authors.  The goals of the course are twofold: first, to continue instruction in methods of translation while building greater confidence working with sentences in Latin.  This is accomplished through homework assignments designed to guide the pupils through a passage and to help them discover the use to which grammatical concepts are being put by the authors being studied.  The second goal is to build familiarity with the Roman world, Roman ways of thinking, and to some extent with Roman mythology.  This will be accomplished through the examination of three genres: narrative, oratory, and history.

The assignment structure for each of the trimesters will be the same:  Pupils will be given a week long homework assignment each Tuesday, to be due the following Tuesday. At the end of each unit (about every 3 weeks), pupils will be tested on a text they have already seen.  At the end of each trimester there will be a short sightreading exam.

The first trimester will focus on narrative.  Readings will be selected from the writings of Lucretius, Caesar and Aulus Gellius.

